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West Bengal State University
B.A./B.Sc./B.Com. (Honours, Major, General) Examinations, 2013

PART-I

HISTORY - HONOURS

Paper- I

Duration : 4 Hours Full Marks: 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable.

Thejlgures in the margin indicate full rnnrks.
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Answer Question No. 1 and any Jour of the rest.
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1. Answer any Jour of the following questions : 4 x 5 = 20

a) What do you mean by the Neolithic Revolution?

b) What is the significance of Mehrgarh excavation?

c) Write a brief note on the seals of the Harappan civilization.

d) Write a short note on the Sixteen Mahajanapadas.

e) Write a brief note on Kautilya's Arthasastra.
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f) Distinguish between Stupa and Vihara. 7.

g) Distinguish between 'gahapattis' and 'setthis'.

2. Assess the importance of archaeological sources in reconstructing ancient Indian

history. 20

9.

8.

h) Assess the importance of the landgrants of the Gupta period .

. ~~~ ~~111(fj~ ~~ m9f't~ I

3. Determine the extent of the Harappan civilization. How would you explain the decline 10.

of this civilization ? 8 + 12

4. Discuss the economic life of the Rig Vedic period. What changes do you notice in the

later Vedic period? 10 +- 10

5. How was Magadha able to dominate the politics of Northern India among the Sixteen

Mahajanapadas in the sixth century B. C. ? 20

~'1<f~ ~ ~'lf<f~~1~ .~ ~~~~ ~(fj c~m \51~G\b~ ~l\STof)~G~ ~'t ~ ~

~?

6. How far is it correct to say that the structure of Mauryan administration was

centralised and uniforrn ? 20
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7. Give an overview of India's trade with the Roman Empire during the first three

centuries of the Christian era. 20

8. Discuss the nature of Saka-Satavahana struggle. 20

9. What were the different policies adopted by Samudragupta to establish his supremacy

over his contemporaries? 20

10. 20Critically assess the achievements of Harshavardhana.


